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The Joy of Chris an Journalism
By Marvin Olasky
Marvin Olasky (Ph.D.,
University of Michi‐
gan) is editor‐in‐chief
of WORLD magazine
and holds the Dis n‐
guished Chair in Jour‐
nalism and Public Poli‐
cy at Patrick Henry
College. Olasky stud‐
ied at Yale University
and is the author of
more than 20 books—
Philanthropy magazine
called his book The
Tragedy of American
Compassion one of
"eight books that
changed America."

"Chris an journalists
can have great joy by
discovering and com‐
munica ng the rea‐
sons that exist for
honoring Christ in all
things and above all
things."

What is the sound of one hand clapping? It’s
the sound of journalists in a sports press box.
Quick explana on: According to custom,
baseball writers in the press box at ballparks
don’t applaud or cheer. I’ve noted the sounds of
silence as over the past two decades I’ve cov‐
ered baseball games from me to me. But
once, in the Atlanta Braves press box, I saw one
watcher pressing his right hand against the table
when the Braves team did well. When I confront‐
ed him he fingered a couple of Atlanta reporters
who surrep ously do the same.
I asked those sportswriters about cheer‐less
press boxes. Some said they were trying to main‐
tain a professional atmosphere in their work‐
place. Others oﬀered a ra onale of “objec vity”:
They did not want to be “homers,” rooters for
the hometown team. But I found myself wan ng
to break the rules by cheering or applauding
great plays by either team. Art lovers can see
new pain ngs and rejoice: Why should press
objec vity require the silent denial of excel‐
lence?
One real reason for silence, I suspect, is red‐
ness: Reporters who spend every day at the ball‐
park some mes lose their sense of wonder
about athle c achievement and instead become
know‐it‐alls. They become bored with baseball.
Many media organiza ons, sadly, include
journalists bored with life, which they see as
purposeless. Not all secular journalists are that
way: David Halberstam, who wrote about wars
and poli cs but also baseball, said shortly before

he died, “The legwork of repor ng is cri cal and
most of the fun. Think of it as part of a con nu‐
ing educa on; we’re paid to learn. It isn’t just
ge ng a byline that drives you; it isn’t just
where the story lands in the paper. Fi y‐two
years later, I s ll like what I do.”
Chris an journalists especially should have
that a tude. We know human interest is im‐
portant because every human is created in God’s
image. Over 3,000 years ago the Egyp an Ptaho‐
tep gave career advice: “Be a scribe! You sit
grandly in your house, beer is poured copiously.
All who see you rejoice in good cheer. … Happy
is the heart of him who writes; he is young each
day.” How much more so should Chris ans relish
the joy of journalism, making it part of a life’s
goal: As the Westminster Catechism states, our
chief end is “to glorify God and enjoy Him forev‐
er”—and forever begins right now.
To enjoy fully our cra , Chris an journalists
o en need two crucial understandings. One is
that the children’s song “It’s a Small World (A er
All)” is dumb. It’s not a small world: It’s a large
one, with millions of nooks and crannies and
opportuni es for adventure. In Robert Boynton’s
book, The New New Journalism, writer Susan
Orlean recalls with excitement an ar cle she
wrote about a gospel singing group: “It was
astonishing for me to glimpse a world that was
so fully developed—with its own stars, sagas,
myths, history, millions of devotees—that I, in
my narrow life, I had no idea existed.”
The second necessary understanding comes
from pastor Tim Keller’s analysis of the parable
of the prodigal son. Keller argues (The Prodigal
God, 2008) that the parable should have a
(Con nued on Page 2)
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plural in its name: sons. We remember that the
younger brother, of course, takes his inheritance,
runs, and eventually finds that that his existence is
truly oppressive. But the elder brother also has a
problem: He is self‐righteous and lacks joy. He works
by the sweat of his brow and is angry with the young‐
er brother for not doing his share, and then angry
with the father for celebra ng the prodigal’s return.
When Chris an journalists become solemn like
some full‐of‐themselves pundits, we are not truly
following Jesus, who regularly in the gospels flashes
His sense of humor. Instead, we’re ac ng like disci‐
ples of the 18th century German philosopher Imman‐
uel Kant, who saw the moral value of any ac on as
inversely propor onal to the benefit we derive from
it. Kant argued that we should do what’s good simply
because it’s good, and any benefits we derive lessen
the goodness of our ac on. Good ac ons are
“disinterested.” Duty is meritorious. Enjoyment is
selfish. The logic of this leads to a hard conclusion:
The best ac ons are those that make us miserable.
The elder brother in the prodigal’s parable is a Kan ‐
an hero.
At a popular level, the secular le ’s a ack on
Chris anity a century ago was that it led people to
suﬀer in this life for the promise of a future that
(according to atheists) would never come: “You’ll
have pie in the sky when you die.” Chris ans, instead
of refu ng this concept, have some mes run with it.
That also has contributed to the sense that Chris ans
are killjoys. But at WORLD, pu ng out a news maga‐
zine is a lot of fun, and we want our readers to enjoy
it. We don’t need to yell at readers with headlines
such as “Chris ans, stand up to save America from
Comrade Obama.”
I remember one le er that came to WORLD a er
we cri cized Barack Obama’s posi ons but s ll asked
our readers to keep calm and carry on, as the Brits
said in World War II. The le er screamed: “Why are
you gutless wimps not shou ng through your col‐
umns that this na on does not want this filthy gar‐
bage as our country’s leader? Where is your anger?
Where is your HATRED??? Obama voted for infan ‐
cide, his corps of friends are some of the most unsa‐
vory, hateful, [exple ve deleted] in the world!!!”
Hmm. WORLD crusades on abor on and other
issues, but we try to keep calm by repor ng sensa‐
onal facts with—in most circumstances—
understated prose.
We try to have an accurate self‐image. An excel‐
lent secular reporter, Richard Ben Cramer, said of
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himself, “I’m a smith. I occupy the posi on in our
society that a good wheelwright would have occu‐
pied in his. Making wheels is a highly specialized skill.
I don’t consider myself to be an ar st. I consider my‐
self to be a skilled workman.” That’s how we as
Chris an journalists should see ourselves. We are not
saviors. We are li le hobbits in a great big world.
But we’re also hobbits with a great opportunity to
glorify God and enjoy Him immediately. As John Pip‐
er notes, “Every joy that does not have God as its
central gladness is a hollow joy and in the end will
burst like a bubble.” Chris an journalists can have
great joy by discovering and communica ng the rea‐
sons that exist for honoring Christ in all things and
above all things.
Piper points out that we should aspire “to study
reality as a manifesta on of God’s glory, to speak
and write about it with accuracy, and to savor the
beauty of God in it.” The Bible teaches us that God
created this world to be His theater, so the more we
report accurately what happens in it, the more we
will praise Him. A Chris an journalist who highlights
good news is praising God: Our natural selfishness
means that what is good comes from Him. A Chris‐
an journalist who reports bad news, showing the
results of sin, is praising God because the bad shows
how desperately we need Him.
Zeal for God’s glory should characterize all of a
Chris an journalist’s editorial decisions. We should
praise marriage and hate abor on in the realiza on
that our natural tendencies are toward selfishness—
so when a mom sacrifices her freedom to care for a
child, and when a dad sacrifices his freedom to pro‐
vide for his family, that glorifies God. We should cov‐
er compassionate ministries because God most
showed his glory when Christ lowered himself to live
among us and then suﬀer and die for us. Since Christ
so amply displayed compassion, our trying to follow
in some of His steps is another way of glorifying God.
All journalists can have the joy of wri ng provoca‐
ve and evoca ve news stories that come out of
pavement‐pounding rather than thumb‐sucking.
Chris an journalists can have greater joy by standing
not only for factual accuracy but also for biblical ob‐
jec vity, which means trying to see the world as best
we can the way the Bible depicts it. Chris an journal‐
ists can be humble by presen ng not our own opin‐
ions but God’s perspec ve from the Bible, dis n‐
guishing between issues on which the Bible is clear
and those on which it isn’t.
Chris an journalists, in short, can have the joy of
oﬀering salt, not sugar, and not acid. We can publish
(Con nued on Page 4)

www.Amyfound.org

Writer’s Toolbox:
Telling Heroic Tales
By Mary Jackson
Bethany Starin, 28, is the 2012 Amy Wri ng Awards
$10,000 first prize winner. Her ar cle, "Forged
through Fire: A Story of Forgiveness," was published in
the Frederick Gorilla. The story recounts a man's jour‐
ney to Christ a er years of cocaine addic on and a
tragedy that le his en re front body burned.

Some mes [the source's] memory was a li le vague,
so I had to go through crime records and do mul ple
interviews with numerous people.

What are some takeaways from this experience?
My biggest encouragement from that experience is to
not look down on even small opportuni es. I had
Starin, a freelance journalist, graduated from Virgin‐ wri en a few short things for [The Frederic Gorilla]. It
ia Commonwealth University in 2008 at the top of her helped them see my level and style of wri ng. I had
built that rapport. When I came back to them with this
class. Now, she covers local news and manages The
ar
cle, it was twice as long as they had wanted, but
Town Courier, a monthly newspaper in Urbana, MD.,
they
ran it in full. I learned to take small wri ng assign‐
while also freelancing as a writer and photographer.
ments, and see them as a stepping stone.
Starin is learning valuable lessons in her budding
How did you hear about the Amy Wri ng Awards?
career, which she shared with us in a recent interview:
I had stayed in touch with a college journalism profes‐
sor. I sent him a link to the story, and he sent back in‐
How did you get your start in wri ng? I grew up
with dual interests: I loved to write, but I also enjoyed forma on about the awards. I had a lot going on‐‐we
were preparing to move. But I entered the story and
playing school and watching any movies involving
then
forgot about it. It was humbling to win. It was a
teachers. I began college with the plan to be a wri ng
reminder
from God that He is involved in my life and
teacher.
my work. Being a freelancer can be lonely. I am at
home a lot...God sees those lonely moments, and He
But a trip overseas took you in a slightly diﬀerent
direc on? I took nine weeks oﬀ of school and went to has other work He wants me to do.
India. I found myself doing mini‐interviews. As I was
Any ps for writers who need inspira on? Try to
hearing people's stories, I would go to my leather jour‐
be
involved in your community. I have always enjoyed
nal and write down what they said and details about
going
to coﬀee shops, introducing myself to people,
their personali es. I realized when I came home that I
looking
at the bulle n boards, and being a part of vari‐
had a passion to tell people's stories, especially those
ous
groups,
such as a running group. I get myself inte‐
who don't have a voice. I became interested in people
my ears open. I am not afraid of strik‐
grated
and
keep
who had gone through some kind of adversity and had
ing
up
a
conversa
on. I love journalism because I love
seen God's hand and learned something from it. These
people.
Most
of
my
stories come from talking to peo‐
are people you can't conjure up. It takes work to come
ple.
across them. There are heroic people in our own com‐
muni es. Their stories won't be told unless someone
What about reading recommenda ons? I try to
like me or another journalist gives them a voice. I want
find
par cular authors with a style of wri ng I am
my stories published somewhere where people who
drawn
to. I immerse myself in those writers. I also fol‐
wouldn't pick up a Bible would read them.
low par cular writers at the Washington Post and the
Wall Street Journal. When I read their ar cles, I watch
And this led to your Amy Award‐winning story?
how they play between sentences, their rhythm, and
God brought me to that story. The [Frederic Gorilla]
how
they start their story. It helps me get more crea‐
editor called me with a couple of diﬀerent story op‐
ve
with
my stories.
ons. I'm not sure if another writer who wasn't a Chris‐
an would have chosen it. It was during a me when I
had a lot of other ar cles I was working on, but these
To read Starin's award‐winning story, visit our web‐
are the type of stories I love wri ng the most.
site, www.amyfound.org. Stay tuned to Starin's
What were some of the challenges? I had to build
rapport with my source. There were a lot of facts, and I
had to make sure everything was completely accurate.
Pen & Sword

blog, www.bethanystarin.com, where she plans to
post ar cles and photos.
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A New
Edi on of
Prodigal
Press
In 1988, Dr. Marvin
Olasky's Prodigal
Press: Confron ng
the An ‐Chris an
Bias of the American
News Media, was
one of the first
books to explore
the liberal and an ‐
Chris an bias of the
American news
media. Since then,
much has happened
—including the rise
of cable news, the
advent of the Inter‐
net, and the 24‐7
news cycle.
The changes, Olasky
asserts, have creat‐
ed an environment
in which an ‐
Chris an bias is
more pronounced
than ever. That's
why this fall P&R
Publishing released
the fully updated
25th anniversary
edi on of Prodigal
Press. The new
edi on includes
Olasky's original
work, along with
new material and
revisions by Olasky
and Warren Cole
Smith, vice presi‐
dent of WORLD
News Group.
Syndicated column‐
ist Cal Thomas says,
"Marvin Olasky
gives new examples
of an ‐Chris an
bias, which ought to
mo vate more
Chris an young
people to consider
careers in journal‐
ism instead of curs‐
ing the growing
darkness made
worse by their ab‐
sence."

www.Amyfound.org

Discipling Journal:
Terry "T.L."
Hart is a busi‐
nessman and
freelance writ‐
er. He has
served on the
Amy Founda‐
on Advisory
Board for 25
years.
He is happily
married to
Barbara, has
five children
and ten grand‐
children. He is
ac ve in his
Lansing, MI
church where
he teaches and
serves as an
elder.

Amy Wri ng
Awards
Deadline
Don't miss an
opportunity to
submit your
published work
for the 2013
Amy Wri ng
Awards. The
Awards are
designed to
recognize crea‐
ve, skillful
journalism that
applies biblical
principles to
stories about
issues and lives.
The final dead‐
line for submis‐
sions is January
15, 2014. Writ‐
ers may submit
up to 10 ar cles
annually. See
h p://
www.worldmag.
com/
amyawards/ for
more details.
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Discipleship — A Lifelong Process
By Terry Hart
Jesus famously commanded us in Ma hew 28 to
"Go therefore and make disciples...teaching them to
observe all the things I commanded you." In my case,
it took a man 25 years my senior to demonstrate
what this looks like.
I first heard Jim Russell from an audio tape of a talk
he gave. The teaching deeply impacted my sense of
purpose for the trade I was learning. Several years
later, I met Jim personally at a local business group.
He began helping me with my newly formed pain ng
company.

both a desire and a sense of urgency, but showing
li le fruit. Jim taught me that making disciples is a
lifelong process, beginning before a person's conver‐
sion and extending long a er through rela onship.
"Evangelism can be accomplished at arm's length," he
would say. "Making a disciple requires a long‐term
commitment." Since that me I have viewed the
Great Commission diﬀerently, and I have engaged
others in the process of becoming Christ‐like.
Jim ins lled in me loyalty to the local church. The
congrega on I belonged to at the me was experi‐
encing much turmoil, with both pastors and members
leaving in droves. It was a diﬃcult me for my wife
and me. Jim was there alongside us, urging us to re‐
main faithful. He and his wife modeled this as their
congrega on went through many challenges as well.

At 60, Jim began a rela onship with me that
spanned two decades—un l the day of his death in
2005. He had received Christ at a young age and
faithfully matured in his walk, building a biblical per‐
spec ve on work as a calling. Christ was the focal
point of Jim's life and work—his purpose was to make
it mine too.

Jim was a successful businessman, having built his
business on biblical principles. Although I was not
always the best student and s ll had to learn a lot of
things the hard way, Jim taught me how to manage
my company using financial statements and to insist
on monthly profitability. He challenged me to look at
my a tudes and mo ves in those disciplines and
As our rela onship grew, Jim did not assume a other business decisions.
normal business advisory role. He began discipling me
in all aspects of my life. It took me 10 years to realize
More than anything, Jim demonstrated to me a life
what he was doing. I had devoted my life to Christ in of sacrificial love. He became my best friend. No one
1974, but God knew I needed to mature. Under the person had ever taken such an interest in me, spent
pretense of a business mentor, Jim was intent on so much me with me, and poured so much of him‐
impar ng into me not only his business acumen, but self into me. Not only that, but I saw him do this re‐
the Spirit of Christ ac ve in him, and how that im‐ peatedly in the lives of others. No wonder so many
pacted his role as a husband, father, and a believer others called him their best friend. I am what I am
living in a fallen world.
today, and will be tomorrow, in large part because of
Jim Russell.
For starters, I began learning the nature of my call.
For years I had struggled with evangelism, having
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what we believe to be true, not what we or someone else would like to be true. Chris an journalists can have
the joy of speaking up for those it’s convenient to forget: the unborn, the uneducated vic mized by poor
schools, and the poli cally unfashionable. We can know that we are fallen sinners, but sinners who look up‐
ward and create a no‐scream zone within a high‐decibel society.
In the world, this theater created by God, we can enjoy our front‐row seats. We can applaud with both
hands, praising God by telling the truth.
Reprinted with permission of WORLD News Group (wng.org). Copyright © 2013. All rights reserved.
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