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The Joy of Christian Journalism
By Marvin Olasky

What is the sound of one hand clapping? It's
the sound of journalists in a sports press box.

Quick explanation: According to custom,
baseball writers in the press box at ballparks
don’t applaud or cheer. I've noted the sounds of
silence as over the past two decades I've cov-
ered baseball games from time to time. But
once, in the Atlanta Braves press box, | saw one
watcher pressing his right hand against the table
when the Braves team did well. When | confront-
ed him he fingered a couple of Atlanta reporters
who surreptitiously do the same.

| asked those sportswriters about cheer-less
press boxes. Some said they were trying to main-
tain a professional atmosphere in their work-
place. Others offered a rationale of “objectivity”:
They did not want to be “homers,” rooters for
the hometown team. But | found myself wanting
to break the rules by cheering or applauding
great plays by either team. Art lovers can see
new paintings and rejoice: Why should press
objectivity require the silent denial of excel-
lence?

One real reason for silence, | suspect, is tired-
ness: Reporters who spend every day at the ball-
park sometimes lose their sense of wonder
about athletic achievement and instead become
know-it-alls. They become bored with baseball.

Many media organizations, sadly, include
journalists bored with life, which they see as
purposeless. Not all secular journalists are that
way: David Halberstam, who wrote about wars
and politics but also baseball, said shortly before
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he died, “The legwork of reporting is critical and
most of the fun. Think of it as part of a continu-
ing education; we’re paid to learn. It isn’t just
getting a byline that drives you; it isn’t just
where the story lands in the paper. Fifty-two
years later, | still like what | do.”

Christian journalists especially should have
that attitude. We know human interest is im-
portant because every human is created in God’s
image. Over 3,000 years ago the Egyptian Ptaho-
tep gave career advice: “Be a scribe! You sit
grandly in your house, beer is poured copiously.
All who see you rejoice in good cheer. ... Happy
is the heart of him who writes; he is young each
day.” How much more so should Christians relish
the joy of journalism, making it part of a life’s
goal: As the Westminster Catechism states, our
chief end is “to glorify God and enjoy Him forev-
er”—and forever begins right now.

To enjoy fully our craft, Christian journalists
often need two crucial understandings. One is
that the children’s song “It’s a Small World (After
All)” is dumb. It’s not a small world: It's a large
one, with millions of nooks and crannies and
opportunities for adventure. In Robert Boynton’s
book, The New New Journalism, writer Susan
Orlean recalls with excitement an article she
wrote about a gospel singing group:  “It was
astonishing for me to glimpse a world that was
so fully developed—with its own stars, sagas,
myths, history, millions of devotees—that |, in
my narrow life, | had no idea existed.”

The second necessary understanding comes
from pastor Tim Keller’s analysis of the parable
of the prodigal son. Keller argues (The Prodigal
God, 2008) that the parable should have a

(Continued on Page 2)
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The Joy of Christian Journalism
(Continued from Page 1)
plural in its name: sons. We remember that the
younger brother, of course, takes his inheritance,
runs, and eventually finds that that his existence is
truly oppressive. But the elder brother also has a
problem: He is self-righteous and lacks joy. He works
by the sweat of his brow and is angry with the young-
er brother for not doing his share, and then angry
with the father for celebrating the prodigal’s return.

When Christian journalists become solemn like
some full-of-themselves pundits, we are not truly
following Jesus, who regularly in the gospels flashes
His sense of humor. Instead, we’re acting like disci-
ples of the 18th century German philosopher Imman-
uel Kant, who saw the moral value of any action as
inversely proportional to the benefit we derive from
it. Kant argued that we should do what’s good simply
because it’s good, and any benefits we derive lessen
the goodness of our action. Good actions are
“disinterested.” Duty is meritorious. Enjoyment is
selfish. The logic of this leads to a hard conclusion:
The best actions are those that make us miserable.
The elder brother in the prodigal’s parable is a Kanti-
an hero.

At a popular level, the secular left’s attack on
Christianity a century ago was that it led people to
suffer in this life for the promise of a future that
(according to atheists) would never come: “You’ll
have pie in the sky when you die.” Christians, instead
of refuting this concept, have sometimes run with it.
That also has contributed to the sense that Christians
are killjoys. But at WORLD, putting out a news maga-
zine is a lot of fun, and we want our readers to enjoy
it. We don’t need to yell at readers with headlines
such as “Christians, stand up to save America from
Comrade Obama.”

I remember one letter that came to WORLD after
we criticized Barack Obama’s positions but still asked
our readers to keep calm and carry on, as the Brits
said in World War Il. The letter screamed: “Why are
you gutless wimps not shouting through your col-
umns that this nation does not want this filthy gar-
bage as our country’s leader? Where is your anger?
Where is your HATRED??? Obama voted for infanti-
cide, his corps of friends are some of the most unsa-
vory, hateful, [expletive deleted] in the world!!!”

Hmm. WORLD crusades on abortion and other
issues, but we try to keep calm by reporting sensa-
tional facts with—in most circumstances—
understated prose.

We try to have an accurate self-image. An excel-
lent secular reporter, Richard Ben Cramer, said of

himself, “I’'m a smith. | occupy the position in our
society that a good wheelwright would have occu-
pied in his. Making wheels is a highly specialized skill.
| don’t consider myself to be an artist. | consider my-
self to be a skilled workman.” That’s how we as
Christian journalists should see ourselves. We are not
saviors. We are little hobbits in a great big world.

But we're also hobbits with a great opportunity to
glorify God and enjoy Him immediately. As John Pip-
er notes, “Every joy that does not have God as its
central gladness is a hollow joy and in the end will
burst like a bubble.” Christian journalists can have
great joy by discovering and communicating the rea-
sons that exist for honoring Christ in all things and
above all things.

Piper points out that we should aspire “to study
reality as a manifestation of God’s glory, to speak
and write about it with accuracy, and to savor the
beauty of God in it.” The Bible teaches us that God
created this world to be His theater, so the more we
report accurately what happens in it, the more we
will praise Him. A Christian journalist who highlights
good news is praising God: Our natural selfishness
means that what is good comes from Him. A Chris-
tian journalist who reports bad news, showing the
results of sin, is praising God because the bad shows
how desperately we need Him.

Zeal for God’s glory should characterize all of a
Christian journalist’s editorial decisions. We should
praise marriage and hate abortion in the realization
that our natural tendencies are toward selfishness—
so when a mom sacrifices her freedom to care for a
child, and when a dad sacrifices his freedom to pro-
vide for his family, that glorifies God. We should cov-
er compassionate ministries because God most
showed his glory when Christ lowered himself to live
among us and then suffer and die for us. Since Christ
so amply displayed compassion, our trying to follow
in some of His steps is another way of glorifying God.

All journalists can have the joy of writing provoca-
tive and evocative news stories that come out of
pavement-pounding rather than thumb-sucking.
Christian journalists can have greater joy by standing
not only for factual accuracy but also for biblical ob-
jectivity, which means trying to see the world as best
we can the way the Bible depicts it. Christian journal-
ists can be humble by presenting not our own opin-
ions but God’s perspective from the Bible, distin-
guishing between issues on which the Bible is clear
and those on which it isn’t.

Christian journalists, in short, can have the joy of
offering salt, not sugar, and not acid. We can publish

(Continued on Page 4)
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Writer’s Toolbox:

Telling Heroic Tales
By Mary Jackson

Bethany Starin, 28, is the 2012 Amy Writing Awards
$10,000 first prize winner. Her article, "Forged
through Fire: A Story of Forgiveness," was published in
the Frederick Gorilla. The story recounts a man's jour-
ney to Christ after years of cocaine addiction and a
tragedy that left his entire front body burned.

Starin, a freelance journalist, graduated from Virgin-
ia Commonwealth University in 2008 at the top of her
class. Now, she covers local news and manages The
Town Courier, a monthly newspaper in Urbana, MD.,
while also freelancing as a writer and photographer.

Starin is learning valuable lessons in her budding
career, which she shared with us in a recent interview:

How did you get your start in writing? | grew up
with dual interests: | loved to write, but | also enjoyed
playing school and watching any movies involving
teachers. | began college with the plan to be a writing
teacher.

But a trip overseas took you in a slightly different
direction? | took nine weeks off of school and went to
India. | found myself doing mini-interviews. As | was
hearing people's stories, | would go to my leather jour-
nal and write down what they said and details about
their personalities. | realized when | came home that |
had a passion to tell people's stories, especially those
who don't have a voice. | became interested in people
who had gone through some kind of adversity and had
seen God's hand and learned something from it. These
are people you can't conjure up. It takes work to come
across them. There are heroic people in our own com-
munities. Their stories won't be told unless someone
like me or another journalist gives them a voice. | want
my stories published somewhere where people who
wouldn't pick up a Bible would read them.

And this led to your Amy Award-winning story?
God brought me to that story. The [Frederic Gorilla]
editor called me with a couple of different story op-
tions. I'm not sure if another writer who wasn't a Chris-
tian would have chosen it. It was during a time when |
had a lot of other articles | was working on, but these
are the type of stories | love writing the most.

What were some of the challenges? | had to build
rapport with my source. There were a lot of facts, and |
had to make sure everything was completely accurate.

Sometimes [the source's] memory was a little vague,
so | had to go through crime records and do multiple
interviews with numerous people.

What are some takeaways from this experience?
My biggest encouragement from that experience is to
not look down on even small opportunities. | had
written a few short things for [The Frederic Gorilla]. It
helped them see my level and style of writing. | had
built that rapport. When | came back to them with this
article, it was twice as long as they had wanted, but
they ran it in full. I learned to take small writing assign-
ments, and see them as a stepping stone.

How did you hear about the Amy Writing Awards?
| had stayed in touch with a college journalism profes-
sor. | sent him a link to the story, and he sent back in-
formation about the awards. | had a lot going on--we
were preparing to move. But | entered the story and
then forgot about it. It was humbling to win. It was a
reminder from God that He is involved in my life and
my work. Being a freelancer can be lonely. | am at
home a lot...God sees those lonely moments, and He
has other work He wants me to do.

Any tips for writers who need inspiration? Try to
be involved in your community. | have always enjoyed
going to coffee shops, introducing myself to people,
looking at the bulletin boards, and being a part of vari-
ous groups, such as a running group. | get myself inte-
grated and keep my ears open. | am not afraid of strik-
ing up a conversation. | love journalism because | love
people. Most of my stories come from talking to peo-

ple.

What about reading recommendations? | try to
find particular authors with a style of writing  am
drawn to. | immerse myself in those writers. | also fol-
low particular writers at the Washington Post and the
Wall Street Journal. When | read their articles, | watch
how they play between sentences, their rhythm, and
how they start their story. It helps me get more crea-
tive with my stories.

To read Starin's award-winning story, visit our web-
site, www.amyfound.org. Stay tuned to Starin's
blog, www.bethanystarin.com, where she plans to
post articles and photos.
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Discipleship — A Lifelong Process
By Terry Hart

Jesus famously commanded us in Matthew 28 to
"Go therefore and make disciples...teaching them to
observe all the things | commanded you." In my case,
it took a man 25 years my senior to demonstrate
what this looks like.

| first heard Jim Russell from an audio tape of a talk
he gave. The teaching deeply impacted my sense of
purpose for the trade | was learning. Several years
later, | met Jim personally at a local business group.
He began helping me with my newly formed painting
company.

At 60, Jim began a relationship with me that
spanned two decades—until the day of his death in
2005. He had received Christ at a young age and
faithfully matured in his walk, building a biblical per-
spective on work as a calling. Christ was the focal
point of Jim's life and work—his purpose was to make
it mine too.

As our relationship grew, Jim did not assume a
normal business advisory role. He began discipling me
in all aspects of my life. It took me 10 years to realize
what he was doing. | had devoted my life to Christ in
1974, but God knew | needed to mature. Under the
pretense of a business mentor, Jim was intent on
imparting into me not only his business acumen, but
the Spirit of Christ active in him, and how that im-
pacted his role as a husband, father, and a believer
living in a fallen world.

For starters, | began learning the nature of my call.
For years | had struggled with evangelism, having

both a desire and a sense of urgency, but showing
little fruit. Jim taught me that making disciples is a
lifelong process, beginning before a person's conver-
sion and extending long after through relationship.
"Evangelism can be accomplished at arm's length," he
would say. "Making a disciple requires a long-term
commitment." Since that time | have viewed the
Great Commission differently, and | have engaged
others in the process of becoming Christ-like.

Jim instilled in me loyalty to the local church. The
congregation | belonged to at the time was experi-
encing much turmoil, with both pastors and members
leaving in droves. It was a difficult time for my wife
and me. Jim was there alongside us, urging us to re-
main faithful. He and his wife modeled this as their
congregation went through many challenges as well.

Jim was a successful businessman, having built his
business on biblical principles. Although | was not
always the best student and still had to learn a lot of
things the hard way, Jim taught me how to manage
my company using financial statements and to insist
on monthly profitability. He challenged me to look at
my attitudes and motives in those disciplines and
other business decisions.

More than anything, Jim demonstrated to me a life
of sacrificial love. He became my best friend. No one
person had ever taken such an interest in me, spent
so much time with me, and poured so much of him-
self into me. Not only that, but | saw him do this re-
peatedly in the lives of others. No wonder so many
others called him their best friend. | am what | am
today, and will be tomorrow, in large part because of
Jim Russell.

The Joy of Christian Journalism

(Continued from Page 2)

what we believe to be true, not what we or someone else would like to be true. Christian journalists can have
the joy of speaking up for those it’s convenient to forget: the unborn, the uneducated victimized by poor
schools, and the politically unfashionable. We can know that we are fallen sinners, but sinners who look up-
ward and create a no-scream zone within a high-decibel society.

In the world, this theater created by God, we can enjoy our front-row seats. We can applaud with both

hands, praising God by telling the truth.

Reprinted with permission of WORLD News Group (wng.org). Copyright © 2013. All rights reserved.

Pen & Sword

www.Amyfound.org


http://www.Amyfound.org/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://www.worldmag.com/amyawards/�
http://wng.org�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



